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International Polar Foundation

Foundation for public good, est. 2002
Alain Hubert, engineer & Polar Explorer

Science & Society
Polar Regions & Climate

Polar Understanding...
...for a Sustainable Future

Using science and technology to deliver 
sustainable development



Inform Educate Demonstrate

IPF’s Threefold Mission



polarfoundation.org sciencepoles.org educapoles.org explorapoles.org

Monthly visitors: > 21,000
Mainly from Europe and USA

IPF Websites
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First round:
31 classes

Second round:
3 classes

with IPF support and supervision

Approach: Class contest  (school year 2010-2011)



8000 visitors / month
Resources & projects for teachers
ENG – FR - NL





Face to face contact 
with polar scientists



Students get hands-on experience 
and apply the scientific method



Competing in front of a jury of scientists, 
engineers & educators



Teacher joins scientists at Princess 
Elisabeth Antarctica station 
(school year 2011-2012)



School project integrates Antarctic expedition



Presentations by scientists, 
Teacher joins scientists in the field



 

Teacher and students 
performing experiments



Climate debate with politicians,
contest to reduce carbon footprint





Achievements
» Increase knowledge of climate, polar topics, scientific process
» Connect students / teachers and scientists
» From class to school to town to region...
» Promote STEM careers
» Develop new educational material
» Raise profile of polar sciences
» Teacher becomes a polar ambassador

Constraints
» First edition 
» Match educational goals with scientific field program obligations
» Polar topics not part of education curriculum
» Limited budget, small organization

And even more....

Project results:



> 4000 students, aged 10-18 years old
> 200 teachers
> 2 million persons, general public

Interactive workshops
Presentations / Lectures
Classroom /Courses
Contest / debate
Websites
Skype
Social media (blog, Facebook, Twitter)
Media
from class to school to town to region...

Successful project 



» Upscaling Polar Quest from national to European level, custom 
tailored to local curricula

» Further development of educational material

Seeking new partnerships

Future



Thank you for your attention!

Sandra Vanhove 
sandra.vanhove@polarfoundation.org

Isabelle Du Four 
isabelle.dufour@polarfoundation.org
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